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Upa-ni-ṣad
“sitting down close to (the guru)”



  

Upa-ni-ṣad
“destroying (ignorance) completely”



  

12 Upaniṣads
Īśāvāsya        Bṛhad-āraṇyaka        Chāndogya        
Taittirīya        Kauṣītaki        Kena        Kaṭha        

Śvetāśvatara        Praśna        Muṇḍaka        Māṇḍūkya

22 Guru narratives
Yājñavalkya    Uddālaka Āruṇi    Uṣasti Cākrāyaṇa    
Raikva    Pravāhaṇa    Prajāpati    Varuṇa    Aśvapati    

Aṅgiras    Pippalāda    Ajātaśatru    Indra    
Sanatkumāra    Satyakāma    Hāridrumata    Yama



  

Chāndogya Upaniṣad 6.14

Take, for example, son, a man who is brought here blindfolded from the land of 

Gandhāra and then left in a deserted region. As he was brought blindfolded and 

left there blindfolded, he would drift about there towards the east, or the north, or 

the south. Now, if someone were to free him from his blindfold and tell him, “Go 

that way; the land of Gandhāra is in that direction”, being a learned and wise man, 

he would go from village to village asking for directions and finally arrive in the 

land of Gandhāra. In exactly the same way in this world when a man has a teacher, 

he knows: “There is delay for me here only until I am freed; but then I will arrive!”



  

Yāska – 600 BC

ācārya:
1. he who makes [the student]  

understand proper behaviour 
(ācāra)
2. he who gathers the objects of 

knowledge
3. he who gathers intelligence



  

ācārya
“he who makes [the student] understand 

the proper behaviour (ācāra)”



  

upanayana
↓

brahmacārya



  

ācārya
“he who gathers (ācinoti) 
the objects of knowledge”



  

Satyakāma & Upakosala



  



  

“But I desire, sir, that you teach it to me 
yourself, for I have heard from people of your 
eminence that knowledge leads one most 
securely to the goal only when it is learnt from 
a teacher.”

Chāndogya Upaniṣad 4.9.2



  

Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad 6.23

Only in a man who has the deepest love for 

God, and who shows the same love towards 

his teacher as towards God, do these points 

declared by the Noble One shine forth.



  

ācārya
“he who gathers (ācinoti) intelligence”



  

Prajāpati, 
Indra & Virocana



  



  

proper behaviour
‧

knowledge
‧

critical thinking
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